
2017 Scholarship Winners 
The NUCA Foundation for Education and Research is proud to announce its selection of 2017 
scholarship winners. These promising and talented individuals were carefully chosen from a 
group of competitive applicants: 

 

D.A. Foster Memorial Scholarship 

Santosha Veeramachaneni is the first-

place winner and recipient of the 

Foundation’s largest award the D.A. 

Foster Memorial Scholarship. Santosha 

graduated from Clark High School in Las 

Vegas with a diploma in the Advanced 

Math, Science, and Technology Academy. 

She is currently attending Virginia 

Commonwealth University as part of the 

Guaranteed Medical Program. She is 

interested in increasing access to 

healthcare in all neighborhoods and 

communities.  Santosha aspires to one 

day, work with Doctors Without Borders 

and hopes she will be able to give back to 

her community and communities around 

the world. She also enjoys painting and 

singing in her free time. Santosha is the 

daughter of Kranthi and Gopal 

Veeramachaneni. Gopal is an employee 

with Las Vegas Valley Water District. 



 

NUCA 4-Year Scholarship 

Travis Koblasa Scoccolo is the recipient 

of the Foundation’s NUCA 4-year 

scholarship. Travis posted an impressive 

3.96 grade point average at his high 

school West Career and Technical 

Academy in Nevada and is currently 

studying engineering at the University of 

Washington. Travis was actively 

involved in high school activities where 

he served as a math tutor while being a 

member of the varsity golf team, 

National Honor Society, and the 

Orchestra Leadership Club. In his 

community he played music at local 

nursing homes, volunteered with the 

Bureau of Land Management and 

encouraged his neighbors to get out and 

vote. Travis is the son of Milene Koblasa 

and Patrick Scoccolo. Patrick is an 

employee with SCI Infrastructure, LLC 

in SeaTac, Washington. 



  

William & Shirley Burgett 

Scholarship 

Benjamin Klein is the recipient of the 

William & Shirley Burgett $2,000 

Scholarship. Benjamin is attending the 

University of Nebraska -Lincoln 

majoring in Construction Management. 

He is looking forward to the future 

opportunities that College has in store. 

Benjamin is the son of NUCA members 

Jolene and Mark Klein of Klein Electric. 

 

NUCA $1,000 2-Year Award 

Alexa Longstaff is the winner of our 2-

year NUCA award and is currently 

attending the University of Notre Dame 

in South Bend, Indiana.  She is majoring 

in international economics and minoring 

in sustainability. Alexa plans to continue 

on to law school in the pursuit of a career 

in environmental law. In her free time, 

she loves playing tennis, traveling, 

hiking, reading, and spending time with 

friends. Alexa is actively involved in her 

community and enjoys working with 

children. She is the daughter of Rick and 

Marchell Longstaff. Richard is an 

employee with VISTA Training, Inc. 
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